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difficulties with which" we have hAi to contend, our
Government has had a success far greater than could
have been anticipated, and has conferred vast advantages
on the country.
It would be difficult to find in the history of the
world a more remarkable class of men than those who
have been engaged in the administration of India. There
have been inefficient, selfish, idlu, unprincipled men
among them. In former years we used to hear of John
Company's bad bargains; and now that India has come
directly under the rule of Queen Victoria we now and
then hear of John Bull's bad bargains. These have been
the exception, not the rule. There has been in succes-
sion a band of men who have earnestly sought the good
of the people, and have shown a capacity for administra-
tion which I have no doubt surprised themselves, .as it
has those who have watched their progress. Sir John
Kaye has given interesting sketches of some Indian
worthies, but it would require a series of volumes to
record the deeds of the many who have taken a warm in-
terest in the people, have toiled for their good, and have
been trusted, and in some instances literally adored, by
them* 1 have had a considerable acquaintance with the
personnel of the Government of the North-West Provinces,
from some occupying the highest position down to assis-
tant magistrates. I cannot say I admired all, but I can
say that I have been surprised at the number who did
their duty faithfully, were thoroughly interested in their
work, and rejoiced when they had .achieved any measure
of success.
With a few exceptions the Governor-General has been
an English nobleman who has filled some important
office at home; but Lieutenant-Governors, and not in-